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SUBJECT: Conflict within Arty Heirarchy 

PARTICIPANTS : i ~1 

John Corr, 10 1 

PLACE: La Prensa, Buenos Aires 

’ said: 

A serious split is developing in the Array. Hardliners realize that 
Viola is ready to push them out at the end of the year and promote more 
major generals who will support him. The hardliners are plotting to 
frustrate Viola's intentions. They took advantage of Videla's El 
Heraldo interview and are fighting against a tore reasonable Government 
policy on human rights. The hardliner group includes Suarez Mason, 
Ifenendez, Camps, Riccheri, and surprisingly, Bussi and Liendo. In 
their opposition to Viola, they fear the possibility of being placed 
on trial for human rights violations if they do not maintain power. At 
the end of the. y ear . Viola is planning to elevate as major generals: 
_Crespi /T>i gone^'artinez , Villarreal and Sasiain. * 

— — — — i/iU. /S+e*»e. . 

Frigerio intimated l II that Viola is stepping down at the end of 

this year to leave the Array rn the hands of Galtieri and other supporters 
while he recovers his health, which is apparently not too goodj Still 
recuperating, as he is, from a heart ailment. 

Viola may be thinking of a Viola-Msssera ticket in 1981. Viola's hand 
can be seen in a film distributed recently by his psy-ops operation to 
television stations. The film, called '“To Win the Peace," shews Peron 
as an anti-terrorist champion, and does not mention his encouragement of 
armed struggle here while in exile in Spain. This means that Viola 
and other tony sectors are thinking of eventually seeking Peronist 
support, a development that is disturbing Argentines of democratic 
tendencies. 

Gen. Bussi is campaigning to become Army commander ' and then President in 
1985, following the end of what is scheduled to be Viola's term as 
President, beginning in 1981. Bussi's Gendarmsria Nacional recently 
took up the sponsorship of 5,000 rural schools, a project that Bussi 
will use to his political advantage, displaying the populist appeal he 
exhibited as governor of Tuonan, where he would call up the wealthy 
and tell them they would finance his social welfare projects. Bussi is 
emerging as the leader of those Army sectors that would retain Government 
control as long as necessary, even to the point of frustrating elections, 
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to 2void being put on trial for war crirKS. They say "No Nuremberg!” 

I OQMMENT: J 

~\Ke said he wanted us to have this infonration so that we be aware 
of v^fat is happening in Argentina. Viola' s recent, Ar ttv' Dav hardlin e 
speech could reflect the resurgence oi Hardline strengthT^^^” 
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